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For Immediate Release

July 10, 2013

Contact: Les Dorr, Jr. or Alison Duquette
Phone: (202) 267-3883

WASHINGTON - In a final rule to be published soon, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
announced today that it is increasing the qualification requirements for first officers who fly for
U.S. passenger and cargo airlines.

The rule requires first officers — also known as co-pilots — to hold an Airline Transport Pilot (ATP)
certificate, requiring 1,500 hours total time as a pilot. Previously, first officers were required to
have only a commercial pilot certificate, which requires 250 hours of flight time.

The rule also requires first officers to have an aircraft type rating, which involves additional
training and testing specific to the airplanes they fly.

"Safety will be my overriding priority as Secretary, so | am especially pleased to mark my first
week by announcing a rule that will help us maintain our unparalleled safety record,” said
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. “We owe it to the traveling public to have only the most
qualified and best trained pilots."

The new regulations stem in part from the tragic crash of Colgan Air 3407 in February 2009, and
address a Congressional mandate in the Airline Safety and Federal Aviation Administration
Extension Act of 2010 to ensure that both pilots and co-pilots receive the ATP certification.
Today'’s rule is one of several rulemakings required by the Act, including the new flight duty and
rest requirements for pilots that were finalized in December 2011, and new training requirements
expected this fall for air carrier training programs to ensure pilots know how to react properly in
difficult operating environments.

"The rule gives first officers a stronger foundation of aeronautical knowledge and experience
before they fly for an air carrier,” said FAA Administrator Michael Huerta. “With this rule and our
efforts to address pilot fatigue — both initiatives championed by the families of Colgan flight 3407
— we're making a safe system even safer."

Other highlights of the rule include:

« A requirement for a pilot to have a minimum of 1,000 flight hours as a co-pilot in air carrier
operations prior to serving as a captain for a U.S. airline.

+ Enhanced training requirements for an ATP certificate, including 50 hours of multi-engine
flight experience and completion of a new FAA-approved training program.

= An allowance for pilots with fewer than 1,500 hours of flight time or who have not reached the
minimum age of 23 to obtain a “restricted privileges” ATP certificate. A restricted privileges
ATP certificate allows a pilot to serve as a co-pilot until he or she obtains the necessary 1,500
hours. The options are:

—Military pilots with 750 hours total time as a pilot;

—Graduates holding a Bachelor’s degree with an aviation major with 1,000 hours total time as
a pilot;

—Graduates holding an Associate’s degree with an aviation major with 1,250 hours;
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—Pilots who are at least 21 years old with 1,500 flight hours.

The rule is consistent with the Airline Safety and Federal Aviation Administration Extension
Act of 2010. The rule addresses recommendations from an Aviation Rulemaking Committee,
the National Transportation Safety Board, and the FAA’s Call to Action to improve airline

safety.

>View Final Rule

Pilot Qualifications Rule:

Qualifications

Airline Transport Pilot
(ATP) certificate
Multi-engine airplane

Prior Rules

» At least 23 years old;
» Hold commercial pilot certificate with

instrument rating;

» Pass ATP knowledge and practical

tests; and

+ 1,500 hours total time as pilot.

New Rules

+ Meet all requiremel

» Have at least 50 hc
airplane; and

» Successfully compl
Training Program ¢
knowledge test (aft

Airline Transport Pilot
certificate with restricted
privileges (multiengine
airplane rating only)

None

» At least 21 years ol

+ Hold commercial pi
rating;

» Successfully compl
Training Program ¢
knowledge test (aft

+ Pass ATP knowled

» At least 750 hours
or

» At least 1,000 hour
Bachelor’s degree

« At least 1,250 hour
Associate’s degree

» 1,500 total time as

Serve as First Officer (Co-
pilot) in Part 121 air carrier
operations

» Hold commercial pilot certificate with
instrument rating; and at least a

« ATP certificate with

second class medical certificate. OR

» ATP certificate with
type rating for airci
» At least a second c

Serve as Captain (pilot in
command) in Part 121 air
carrier operations

» ATP certificate with type rating for

aircraft flown;

+ At least 1,500 hours total time as pilot;

and

« First class medical certificate.

+ Meet all requiremel
+ At least 1,000 flight
operations (as co-f
Captain in fractione
Captain in Part 135
more passenger Se
combination thereo

Aeronautical Navigation Products

Airport Diagrams

Airport/Facility Directory (d-A/FD)
Terminal Procedures (d-TPP)

NextGen Information

NextGen
Performance Snapshots
Why NextGen Matters

Offices

Headquarters, Regional, & Field
Flight Standards District Offices (FSDO)

http://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsld=14838[7/10/2013 1:45:21 PM]

Our Safety Culture
FAA Mission
The Foundation of Everything We Do

Regulations & Guidelines
Advisory Circulars

Airworthiness Directives

Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR)
Orders & Notices

Temporary Flight Restrictions

Other Popular FAA Sites
Airmen Inquiry

Airmen Online Services

FAA Registry Aircraft Inquiry

Visit FAA Mobile

Stay Connected

You

M 7



http://www.faa.gov/pilots/
http://www.faa.gov/mechanics/
http://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/
http://www.faa.gov/passengers/
http://www.faa.gov/education/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/examiners_inspectors/
http://www.faa.gov/forms/
http://www.faa.gov/forms/
http://www.faa.gov/airports/resources/forms/
http://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/diagrams/
http://aeronav.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/applications/d_afd
http://aeronav.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/applications/d_afd
http://aeronav.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/applications/d_afd
http://aeronav.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/applications/d_afd
http://aeronav.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/applications/d_tpp
http://aeronav.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/applications/d_tpp
http://aeronav.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=aeronav/applications/d_tpp
http://www.faa.gov/nextgen/
http://www.faa.gov/nextgen/snapshots/
http://www.faa.gov/nextgen/why_nextgen_matters/
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
http://www.faa.gov/about/mission/
http://www.faa.gov/about/mission/
http://www.faa.gov/about/safety_efficiency/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgAD.nsf/Frameset?OpenPage
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/faa_regulations/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/faa_regulations/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/faa_regulations/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/orders_notices/
http://tfr.faa.gov/tfr2/list.html
https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/airmeninquiry/
https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/amsrvs/Logon.asp
http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/NNum_Inquiry.aspx
http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/NNum_Inquiry.aspx
http://www.faa.gov/mobile/
https://www.facebook.com/FAA
https://twitter.com/faanews
http://www.youtube.com/user/FAAnews
http://www.faa.gov/contact/subscribe/
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/rulemaking/recently_published/media/2120-AJ67.pdf

Press Release — FAA Boosts Aviation Safety with New Pilot Qualification Standards

Accidents & Incidents
. . Accident & Incident Data
Aircraft Certificates Preliminary Accident & Incident Data
Type Certificate Data Sheets
(TCDS)
Supplemental Type Certificates

U.S. Department of Transportation Readers & Viewers
Federal Aviation Administration
3 [
| 800 Independence Avenue, SW A ol @ @
Washington, DC 20591
1-866-TELL-FAA (1-866-835-5322)

Web Policies

Web Policies & Notices
Privacy Policy
Accessibility

http://www.faa.gov/news/press_releases/news_story.cfm?newsld=14838[7/10/2013 1:45:21 PM]

FAA Safety Team
Flight Delay Information

Government Sites
DOT.gov

USA.gov
Plainlanguage.gov
Recovery.gov
Regulations.gov
Data.gov

e Frequently Asked Questions
All Questions

Contact Us
Contact FAA
OIG Hotline
FOIA


http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgMakeModel.nsf/Frameset?OpenPage
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgMakeModel.nsf/Frameset?OpenPage
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgMakeModel.nsf/Frameset?OpenPage
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgMakeModel.nsf/Frameset?OpenPage
http://rgl.faa.gov/Regulatory_and_Guidance_Library/rgSTC.nsf/MainFrame?OpenFrameSet
http://www.faa.gov/data_research/accident_incident/
http://www.faa.gov/data_research/accident_incident/preliminary_data/
http://www.faasafety.gov/
http://www.faasafety.gov/
http://www.fly.faa.gov/flyfaa/usmap.jsp
http://www.dot.gov/
http://www.faa.gov/web_policies/
http://www.faa.gov/privacy/
http://www.faa.gov/accessibility/
http://www.faa.gov/help/viewer_redirect/?viewer=pdf
http://www.faa.gov/help/viewer_redirect/?viewer=ppt
http://www.faa.gov/help/zip_files/
http://www.faa.gov/help/viewer_redirect/?viewer=doc
http://www.faa.gov/help/viewer_redirect/?viewer=xls
http://www.dot.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/
http://www.plainlanguage.gov/
http://www.recovery.gov/
http://www.regulations.gov/
http://www.data.gov/
http://faa.custhelp.com/
http://faa.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/faa.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php?p_sid=uLVYT9Rj
http://www.faa.gov/contact/
http://www.oig.dot.gov/Hotline
http://www.faa.gov/foia/

	faa.gov
	Press Release – FAA Boosts Aviation Safety with New Pilot Qualification Standards


	9yeS5jZm0/bmV3c0lkPTE0ODM4AA==: 
	form1: 
	q: 
	input6: 




